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AutoCAD 2011 Designers Achieve Maximum Productivity With NVIDIA Quadro Certified Graphics

Quadro Professional Graphics Solutions Enable Better Designs, More Visual Accuracy, Faster 3D Performance, and Higher Reliability

SANTA CLARA, CA -- NVIDIA announced today that AutoCAD 2011 designers looking to improve their workflow can now turn to the visual accuracy, fast 3D

performance and high reliability of newly certified NVIDIA® Quadro® graphics processing units (GPUs).

As strategic partners, Autodesk and NVIDIA collectively spend more than 2,000 engineering hours annually certifying Quadro GPUs for AutoCAD. In addition,

NVIDIA has invested over 10 years in application specific optimizations, resulting in the industry's best AutoCAD performance.

AutoCAD 2011 brings powerful new features and visual styles to designers working with 2D plans or creating 3D models. These features, combined with a

professional-class Quadro GPU, let designers dial up the complexity of their designs, visualize them in software and work out any issues before moving to "sticks

and bricks," thereby increasing productivity and eliminating waste.

"Autodesk certifies and recommends NVIDIA Quadro for use with AutoCAD 2011," said Guri Stark, Autodesk vice president, AutoCAD and Platform Products. "By

upgrading to a Quadro, millions of AutoCAD users worldwide can take full advantage of the application's newest 3D features, experience superior image quality,

and realize true interactive performance."

Designers running AutoCAD 2011 on Quadro professional GPUs can also realize significant performance increases. AutoCAD benchmarks show Quadro

delivering:

• Up to 6x higher performance in '3D Hidden' visual style

• Up to 3x faster interactive manipulation of models in 'Conceptual' visual style

• Up to 2x gains in speed with the 'Realistic' and new 'Shades of Gray' visual styles*

In addition, only Quadro users will be able to experience dramatically higher image quality using the 'Smooth Lines' option (enabled by hardware anti-aliasing) in

all of the visual styles in AutoCAD 2011. When zooming, panning, and spinning, Quadro GPUs maintain interactivity and deliver a visually accurate model all of

the time, while other systems may simplify the model and lose visual fidelity.

"For designers who spend a portion of their day working with AutoCAD, Quadro is a smart, cost-effective investment that increases productivity," said Jeff Brown,

NVIDIA general manager, Professional Solutions Group. "Streamlined workflows can easily save a designer 30 minutes a day, and for a firm with five designers,

this translates to a benefit of more than $100,000 over three years.**"

NVIDIA Quadro professional graphics are designed to enhance the complete Autodesk AutoCAD 2011 software portfolio, including: AutoCAD Architecture 2011,

AutoCAD Electrical 2011, AutoCAD Mechanical 2011, and AutoCAD MEP 2011. Quadro graphics solutions are engineered, built, and tested by NVIDIA to

provide maximum performance and reliability. With an extended 24-36 month product life cycle and three-year warranty, IT managers can standardize on a

supported Quadro system for a longer period of time.

NVIDIA Quadro solutions are available from major workstation manufacturers and system integrators, and are featured in the newly introduced, sub-$1000

systems designed for AutoCAD: the Dell Precision T1500, the HP Z200 and the Lenovo ThinkStation E20. Quadro products are also available through reseller

partners via PNY Technologies in the Americas and Europe, Leadtek throughout Asia Pacific, and ELSA in Japan.

For information about NVIDIA professional graphics solutions for AutoCAD, please visit: www.nvidia.com/autocad2011.

About NVIDIA

NVIDIA awakened the world to the power of computer graphics when it invented the GPU in 1999. Since then, it has consistently set new standards in visual

computing with breathtaking, interactive graphics available on devices ranging from tablets and portable media players to notebooks and workstations. NVIDIA's

expertise in programmable GPUs has led to breakthroughs in parallel processing which make supercomputing inexpensive and widely accessible. The company

holds more than 1,100 U.S. patents, including ones covering designs and insights, which are fundamental to modern computing. For more information, see

www.nvidia.com.

* Performance increases in visual styles relative to consumer graphics cards, based on the Autodesk graphics benchmark shipped with AutoCAD 2011.

** Benefit calculated based on a pay rate of $55 per hour x ½ hour of time saved each work day per designer, x 5 designers, x 5 work days per week, x 50 weeks

per year, x 3 years.

Certain statements in this press release including, but not limited to, statements as to: the benefits, features, impact and capabilities of NVIDIA GPUs and Quadro

professional graphic solutions, are forward-looking statements that are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause results to be materially different than

expectations. Important factors that could cause actual results to differ materially include: our reliance on third parties to manufacture, assemble, package and

test our products; development of more efficient or faster technology; design, manufacturing or software defects; the impact of technological development and

competition; changes in consumer preferences and demands; customer adoption of different standards or our competitor's products; changes in industry

standards and interfaces; unexpected loss of performance of our products or technologies when integrated into systems as well as other factors detailed from

time to time in the reports NVIDIA files with the Securities and Exchange Commission including its Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended January 31, 2010. Copies

of reports filed with the SEC are posted on NVIDIA's website and are available from NVIDIA without charge. These forward-looking statements are not

guarantees of future performance and speak only as of the date hereof, and, except as required by law, NVIDIA disclaims any obligation to update these

forward-looking statements to reflect future events or circumstances.

http://www.nvidia.com/quadro
http://www.nvidia.com/object/builtforprofessionals.html
http://www.autodesk.com/pr-autocadarchitecture
http://www.autodesk.com/pr-autocadelectrical
http://www.autodesk.com/pr-autocadmechanical
http://usa.autodesk.com/adsk/servlet/pc/index?siteID=123112&id=3290681&DCMP=OTC-pr-autocadmep
http://www.dell.com/us/en/business/desktops/precision-t1500/pd.aspx?refid=precision-t1500&s=bsd&cs=89&ST=dell%20precision%20t1500&dgc=ST&cid=14761&lid=1281220&acd=58857,8,0,86998212,753063254,1270579868,,19478093,4560165687
http://h10010.www1.hp.com/wwpc/us/en/sm/WF05a/12454-12454-296719-307907-4050763-4100568.html
http://shop.lenovo.com/us/workstations/thinkstation/workstation/e20
http://www3.pny.com/Categories/ProfessionalGraphics.aspx?Category_ID=17
http://www.leadtek.com/
http://www.elsa.com/
http://www.nvidia.com/autocad2011
http://www.nvidia.com
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About NVIDIA

Since 1993, NVIDIA ( NASDAQ :  NVDA ) has pioneered the art and science of visual computing. The company's technologies are transforming a world of

displays into a world of interactive discovery — for everyone from gamers to scientists, and consumers to enterprise customers. More information

at http://nvidianews.nvidia.com/ and http://blogs.nvidia.com/.
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